
The Greatest Mistake  
a Person Can Make 

Numbers 32:20-23 

Why should we avoid the        
mistake of sin in our lives? 



I. Sin Will Affect Our Fellowship      
with God 

1 John 1:7-9, But if we walk in the light as He is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanses us from all sin.  

8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 



A. We were created for fellowship 
with God 

Gen. 3:8-9, And they heard the sound of the Lord 
God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden.  

9Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to 
him, “Where are you?”  



B. Sin broke that fellowship with God. 

C. Sin affects the children of God. 
 - Sin brings anxiety and lack of assurance.  

 - Ps. 32:3-5; When I kept silent, my bones grew 
old Through my groaning all the day long.  

4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; 
My vitality was turned into the drought of 
summer.  

5 I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I 
have not hidden. I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord,” And You forgave the 
iniquity of my sin.  



Sin robs us of the joy of the Lord. 

Ps. 51:8-12; Make me hear joy and gladness, That 
the bones You have broken may rejoice.  

9 Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my 
iniquities.  

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a 
steadfast spirit within me.  

11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And 
do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.  

12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And 
uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 



Sin keeps our prayers from being 
answered.  

Ps. 66:18; If I regard iniquity in my heart, The 
Lord will not hear.  

D. Sin is serious! 



Romans 5:8-10 

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.  

9Much more then, having now been justified by 
His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him.  

10For if when we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the death of His 
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His life. 



1 Corinthians 6:19-20  

Or do you not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and you are not 
your own? 

20For you were bought at a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God’s. 



II. Sin Will Affect Our Family  

Romans 14:7; For none of us lives to himself, and no 
one dies to himself.  

A. We never reap the consequences of sin alone. 

B. Our loved ones suffer because of our sin. 

Romans 5:12, Therefore, just as through one man 
sin entered the world, and death through sin, 
and thus death spread to all men, because all 
sinned— 

2 Samuel 12:12,  For you did it secretly, but I will do 
this thing before all Israel, before the sun. 



Luke 8:17  

For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor 
anything hidden that will not be known and 
come to light.  

C. Children affected by sins of their parents.  

Ex. 20:5b ..For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children to the third and fourth generations of 
those who hate Me… 

D. Parents are affected by the sins of their children. 

E. Husbands & wives are affected by the sins of 
their spouses.   



III. Sin May Affect You Physically  

1 Corinthians 10:5-12;  

V.6 - Now these things became our examples, to 
the intent that we should not lust after evil 
things as they also lusted.  

V.9 - nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them 
also tempted, and were destroyed by 
serpents; 

V.12 - Therefore let him who thinks he stands 
take heed lest he fall.  



A. Some at Corinth were sick, some 
even died for their sin.  

B. Many acts of sin carry their own 
judgment. 

C. What we sow we reap in the flesh. 



Galatians 6:7-8  

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for 
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.  

8For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh 
reap corruption, but he who sows to the 
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 

Be sure your sin will find you out! 
 



IV. Sin May Affect You Forever (Rom. 6:23)

  

A. Unbelievers must face their sins in judgment.  

Hebrews 9:27, And as it is appointed for men to 
die once, but after this the judgment… 

B. Sin affects service and costs Christians their 
rewards. 

Rev. 3:11, Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold 
fast what you have, that no one may take 
your crown. 



1 Corinthians  3:11-15 

11For no other foundation can anyone lay than that 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  

12Now if anyone builds on this foundation with 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 

13each one’s work will become clear; for the Day 
will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; 
and the fire will test each one’s work, of what 
sort it is.  

14If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, 
he will receive a reward.  

15If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but 
he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

 

 



Romans 5:1  

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ… 



1 Corinthians 10:13 

No temptation has overtaken you except such 
as is common to man; but God is faithful, 
who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will also make the way of 
escape, that you may be able to bear it. 

 



Romans 5:10 

For if when we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the 
death of His Son, much more, 
having been reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life.         


